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UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA UNDER CONSIDERATION 
AS HOME OF FIRST AMENDMENT CONGRESS
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana is one of nine universities being considered as 
the permanent home of the First Amendment Congress, a national organization 
promoting better understanding of the importance of free speech and a free press.
A three-member team will visit the campus March 25 and 26 to meet with campus 
officials, including President Neil S. Bucklew and journalism dean Charles E. Hood, 
and to inspect the proposed office location on the third floor of the Journalism 
Building.
The Congress' board of trustees reduced 22 university applications to nine 
at its meeting in Denver late last year. Other finalists besides Montana are the 
University of Missouri, Columbia University, Drake University, Northwestern 
University, the College of William and Mary, the University of Tennessee, Arizona 
State University and the University of Colorado.
The proposals were judged on the basis of location; guality of and support for 
programs in journalism, law, business and public affairs; financial support; 
interdisciplinary campus activity; the possibility of joint projects with the 
congress, and the availability of hotels and conference centers.
The congress was organized in 1979 by 12 news organizations, including the 
American Newspaper Publishers Association, The American Society of Newspaper 
Editors, the National Association of Broadcaster^ the Associated Press, United 
Press International and the Society of Professional Journalists.
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The team assigned to visit UM will include John R. Finnegan, editor and vice 
president of the St. Paul Pioneer Press and Dispatch; Eugene D. Johnson, publisher 
of the White Bear Press, White Bear, Minn., and D.J. Cline, professor of journalism, 
South Dakota State University.
The congress' board is expected to make a decision on the site this spring.
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